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DNA testing may h elp police
identify the person responsible
for th e unsolved murder of a
Sarn ia teenager 30 years ago.

"We hav e exhibits from th e
scene that we believe cou ld
profile the pe-rson responsible."
Der-Insp. Randy Rosiak, o f the
orr's criminal investig ations
unit in London, told The
Observer.

Rosiak said tile exhihits he
wants tested were collected by
investigators after a motorist
found the body o f t-t -year-otd
Karen Caughlin on a bac k road
in Ennlsktllen Township on
March 16, 19 74.

Rosiak said the tim ing of the
release of information about
the poten tial for DNA testi ng
was done deliberatelv 10 coi n­
cide with th e 30th anniversary
of th e unsolved killing.

By d rawing rene wed atte n­
tion to the case, police hope
someo ne will finally come for­
ward and pro vide additional
information on the per son
responsible for the cr ime .

Rosiak, who was been review­
ing the case since 2000, sa id
the forme r case manager, Det..
Insp. Wally Baker of OPP's
crimi na l investigations branch ,
was reviewing the case exhibits
to determine the feasib ility of
D:-.JA testing when he ret ired .

"That's one of th e prima ry

reasons for con tacting th e fam­
ily now: ' Rosiak said .

Over the years, ponce have
mainta ined a list of possible
suspects in the case, "but I can't
name suspects," said Rosiak.

He did co nfirm, ho wever,
that two of the suspec ts are cur­
rently in custod y on othe r mat­
ters.

"We now have the DNA data
bank which also helps."

In itial police reports, issued
after Caughlin's body was
fou nd, sta ted she had suffered
brui ses and abra sions all over
her bodv. Inv estigators also
said it was possible the body
had bee n d umped o n 6-7
Sideroad, but it was di fficu lt to
determ ine ho w long th e body
had been at that locat ion
because of t he road's conditio n .

The cau se o f dea th was later
attributed to internal hemor­
rhagin g caused by multiple
in juries.

According to po lice, Caugh­
lin was last seen alive short ly
after midnight by friends wh o
had dropped her off outside a
girlfriend 's home. According to
fam ily, she was to ha ve stayed
overnight at her girlfriend's
after a night of roller skati ng at
Rose Gardens.

But she never went im ide .
Rosiak said Karen's where­

abouts during th e approximate­
ly nine hours between the tim e
she was supposed to have been
d rop ped o ff and the time her
body was discovered remains a
mystery .

Rosiak wou ldn't specify what
evide nce police want tested ,
but Ind icated the procedure the
orr wants to use is relatively
new and loo ks for mi trochon-

dria l DNA (m tDNA) .
According to an FBI Web site,

mit ochondrial seq uenci ng "is
often used in cases w here b io­
logical e..-tdence may be
degraded or small in quantity."

It fu rt her sta tes, "cases in
wh ich hairs, bones, or teeth are
the onl y evidence retr ieved
from a crime scene are particu ­
larlv well -suit ed to mtD:N"A
analysis."

Rosiak said the p rocedure ,
ho wever, is not yet performed
in Ontario. As a result, the orr'
ma y ha ve to go outside the
pro vince to get the testing
done.

Altho ugh mtDNA analysis is
retanvelv new as a crime solv­
ing tool: "there have been suc­
cesses," Ros iak said. "Obvious­
ly, we're hoping for th e same ."

Rosiak said police are also
seek ing info rmatio n from the
public about some purple paint
chips the original investigators
found near Caugh lin 's body.

" I don't think it has eve r
been released that way back in
1974 the re were pain t chi ps
found at the scene," said Rosi­
ak.

He said the paint colour was
know n as metallic purple and
was part icular to 1970 to 19 71,
high perfor ma nce Chrysler
products suc h as Cha rgers.
Cha llengers, Dusters, Demons
and Swingers.

"If somebody remembers
some da mage to a friend 's car
o f th at type and colour back
then , we'd be in te rested, " said
Rosiak.

To contact the writer; sstephenson
~heobserver_ca


