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STUMPED FOR GIFT IDEAS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? 
OPP and Partners Committed to Safe Roads During Festive RIDE Campaign

(ORILLIA, ON) – If you can only give one gift over the holidays, why not make a commitment to never drive while impaired? It’s a commitment every driver can conveniently make from the comfort of their own driver’s seat, at any time of day, on any road.   

This formed part of the message delivered by the Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police (OACP) and the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), who were joined by the Minister of Transportation, York Regional Police, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and many other road/public safety partners to kick off the provincial Festive RIDE campaign.   

Beginning this week and right through the holidays, the OPP and its valued police partners will make full use of their expertise and sophisticated tools for detecting and investigating alcohol and drug impairment in drivers. 

[bookmark: _Hlk150260207]“No family should lose a loved one in a collision that involves alcohol and/or drugs, especially during the holidays. Driving sober and drug free is critical to preventing road fatalities and injuries. You can help make roads even safer by calling 9-1-1 if you see a suspected impaired driver. Let’s work together to make this the safest holiday season yet.”         
– Thomas CARRIQUE, Ontario Provincial Police Commissioner 

[bookmark: _Hlk117846086]“The holiday season is here, and I encourage all Ontarians to engage with their loved ones about the dangers of drinking or using drugs and driving a vehicle. Driving impaired is dangerous, illegal, and can have fatal consequences. During the holidays this year, everyone should have a plan to get home safely, and not be afraid to speak up and ensure others do the same.” 
–  Michael KERZNER, Solicitor General

“Ontario has among the safest roads in North America, and we are committed to making them even safer. Whether it’s drugs or alcohol, there is no place for impaired driving in Ontario. This holiday season, do your part to help keep our roads safe. Remember to plan ahead – use public transit, take a taxi or ride-share service, or have a designated driver to get you, your family and other drivers on the road home safely.”   
– Prabmeet SARKARIA, Minister of Transportation 

“Police services across our province are united in their determination to keep our roads and highways safe throughout the year, including during special times of the year like the holiday season. Our message is simple: we want everyone to enjoy the season safely. Impaired driving is never okay.” 
– Jim MACSWEEN, OACP President and Chief of York Regional Police

The Festive RIDE campaign runs from November 16, 2023 to January 1, 2024.





DID YOU KNOW? 
· [bookmark: _Hlk150256736]Mandatory Alcohol Screening allows police to demand a roadside breath test from any lawfully stopped driver, even if there is no evidence or suspicion that the driver is impaired by alcohol.

· Citizens have placed almost 17,000 calls to the OPP this year to report suspected impaired drivers. 

· Under Ontario’s Zero Tolerance law, it is illegal for young, novice and commercial drivers to have any amount of alcohol or drugs in their system.
· Drug Recognition Evaluations (DRE) and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) remain effective police resources for detecting drug-impaired drivers.     
LEARN MORE 
· Impaired Driving
· Warn Range Suspensions
· Penalties for impaired driving
OPP Contacts by Region:

[bookmark: _Hlk119312767]Highway Safety Division: Sgt. Kerry Schmidt 		Central Region: Sgt. Jason Folz
Ph: (416) 460-4701					Ph: (705) 826-0416 
Email: Kerry.schmidt@opp.ca				Email: Jason.folz@opp.ca

East Region: Acting Sgt. Aaron Miller 			North East Region: Acting Sgt. Rob Lewis
Ph: (613) 391-7063					Ph: (705) 507-4080
Email: Aaron.miller@opp.ca				Email: Robert.k.lewis@opp.ca
	
North West Region: Autumn Eadie   			West Region: Derek Rogers
Ph: (807) 630-3837					Ph: (519) 652-4161
Email: Autumn.eadie@opp.ca				Email: Derek.rogers@opp.ca

OACP contact:											
José Luís (Joe) Couto, Director of Government Relations & Communications
T. (416) 926-0424 ext. 22
C. (416) 919-9798
E. media@oacp.ca												
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